MINUTES of MEETING of ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Present:

Attending:

COMMITTEE held BY MICROSOFT TEAMS
on THURSDAY, 1 JUNE 2023

Councillor Robin Currie (Chair)

Councillor John Armour Councillor lan MacQuire
Councillor Jan Brown Councillor Luna Martin
Councillor Garret Corner Councillor Ross Moreland
Councillor Mark Irvine Councillor William Sinclair
Councillor Andrew Kain Councillor Andrew Vennard
Councillor Donald Kelly Councillor Peter Wallace
Councillor Jim Lynch Councillor Gary Mulvaney

Councillor Tommy MacPherson

Kirsty Flanagan, Executive Director

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Infrastructure Services
Stuart McLean, Committee Manager

Colin Young, Strategic Transportation Delivery Officer
Ishabel Bremner, Economic Growth Manager

Matt Mulderrig, Development Policy and Housing Manager

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence intimated.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest intimated.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Environment, Development and Infrastructure
Committee held on 2 March 2023 were approved as a correct record.

Councillor Tommy MacPherson joined the meeting during the consideration of the
following item of Business.

ROADS CAPITAL PROGRAMME - MEMBER ENGAGEMENT

The Committee gave consideration to a report setting out proposals for additional Member
and Area Committee engagement for the development of the annual roads capital
programme.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee endorsed the proposals for
additional member and Area Committee engagement in the roads capital programme.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Roads and Infrastructure
dated May 2023, submitted)



ROUTE OPTIMISATION UPDATE

The Committee gave consideration to a report providing an update on the development of
the route optimisation project following the report to the Committee on the same subject in
March.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee —

1. noted the progress with the Route Optimisation project;

2. agreed that a Member Seminar would be arranged in the Autumn to present the
system and possible scenarios; and

3. noted that a further update report would be brought back to the December
Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee meeting.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Roads and Infrastructure
dated May 2023, submitted)

LOCAL BRIDGE MAINTENANCE FUND

The Committee gave consideration to a report providing an update on the £5.450M of
funding secured through a highly competitive bid process from Scottish Government's £32
million Local Bridge Maintenance Fund.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee endorsed the programme of
bridge works.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Roads and Infrastructure
dated April 2023, submitted)

WASTE PPP UPDATE

The Committee gave consideration to a report providing an update on waste projects and
engagement taking place with Scottish Government and Renewi following the report
presented to the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee on 1 December
2022.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee —

1. endorsed the content of the submitted report; and

2. noted that further updates would be provided for the Environment, Development and
Infrastructure  Committee on 31 August 2023.



10.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Roads and Infrastructure
dated 1 June 2023, submitted)

PLAN TO DEVELOP AN ACTIVE TRAVEL STRATEGY

The Committee gave consideration to a report proposing the development of a robust
Active Travel Strategy and subsidiary Active Travel Delivery Plan which would provide a
basis for development of active travel projects to support residents and visitors to choose
actively, supporting improved health, access to services and economic development.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee approved the Strategic
Transportation Team within Development and Economic Growth to develop an Active Travel
Strategy and subsidiary Active Travel Delivery Plan for future approval.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and
Infrastructure dated May 2023, submitted)

ARGYLL AND BUTE UK SHARED PROSPERITY FUND INVESTMENT PLAN -
UPDATE

The Committee gave consideration to a report providing an update on the delivery of the
Argyll and Bute Shared Prosperity Fund Investment Plan.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee noted the content of the
update contained within the submitted report.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and
Economic Growth dated 2 May 2023, submitted)

REFRESH OF ARGYLL AND BUTE ECONOMIC STRATEGY: 2019 - 2023: 2024
- 2029

The Committee gave consideration to a report advising of the requirement to develop a
new Argyll and Bute Council Economic Strategy from 2023. The report provided detail on
the relevant context, proposed governance arrangements, scope and process of work,
including community and business engagement and consultation proposals, funding and
associated timescales.

Decision
The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee —
1. noted the content of the submitted report; and

2. agreed the scope, process, including community and engagement, associated with
revising the current economic strategy.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and
Economic Growth dated 4 May 2023, submitted.



11.

12.

13.

ECONOMIC GROWTH TEAM ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 2022/23

The Committee gave consideration to a report providing an update on the delivery of
services and associated outcomes by the overarching Economic Growth Team within the
Development and Economic Growth Service during 2022/23.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee noted the update on the
delivery of services in2022/23 by the Economic Growth Team.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and
Economic Growth dated 18 May 2023, submitted)

DECLARING AN ARGYLL AND BUTE HOUSING EMERGENCY

The Committee gave consideration to a report outlining the key characteristics of stress
within the Argyll and Bute housing system. The report proposed that the Council formally
acknowledge a Housing Emergency and suggested that the Council's Local Housing
Strategy be updated to identify in detail what the issues were and how they could be
tackled by the Council and/or partners.

Decision
The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee noted —

1. the contents of the submitted report and formally declared a “Housing Emergency” in
Argyll and Bute;

2. the intention to update the Local Housing Strategy;

3. the intention to hold an Argyll and Bute housing summit together with relevant
stakeholders in the Autumn of 2023; and

4. the operational officers group will explore and develop a series of options that will be
brought forward to Members for consideration as and when developed.

(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and
Economic Growth dated June 2023, submitted)

ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
WORK PLAN

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee work plan was before the
Committee for noting.

Decision

The Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee noted the content of the
work plan.



(Reference: Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee work plan as at
June 2023, submitted)



